Family History Online Courses 2022

Updated January 2022

Contact Us
120 Kent St (Offices/Archives) & 2/379 Kent Street (Library/Bookshop)
Sydney NSW 2000, Australia
Gadigal Land
+61 29247 3953
www.sag.org.au
admin@sag.org.au
@SocAustGen

Join us in courses and events to build your toolkit to support your family history research. As
a member of the Society of Australian Genealogists, you immediately start to gather
information and resources from our available online collections, as well as complimentary
access to our Archives, Library, Research Support Services, Research Groups and our
quarterly magazine, Descent.
Please join our community of family historians in sharing discoveries and uncovering stories
from our ancestors and their past lives.
For full information on our member benefits, please visit:
www.sag.org.au/MembershipBenefits
Annual membership rates at January
2022 (multi-year rates also available)
Full time student* $30
Single $85
Joint household $128

*see www.sag.org.au/join-us for full information and eligibility. Initial membership attracts a $20 ($10 concession) joining fee

Visit www.sag.org.au/events for the latest event and course registrations.

Would you like to investigate your family history but have no idea where to start? Have you previously
signed up to an online platform but felt overwhelmed by all the information available? If this is you why
not make 2022 the year you connect with like-minded people and start your family history research!
Beginners Practical Introduction to Family History consists of six sessions, each two hours in duration,
delivered live via Zoom. The course will provide grounding to build your family tree looking at options in
obtaining records or certificates from the major government agencies and organisations and ways to bring
them together via electronic platforms.
There will be time allocated in each session for questions and answers. Optional activities to cement your
learning will be provided after each session. Completing this course will provide you with a practical toolkit
to utilise, ensuring your tree branches grow from solid roots.
While the course will focus on records available in Australia, North America, the United Kingdom and
Ireland we will also touch on locating records in other countries and the skills you will learn can be applied
to researching ancestors from anywhere in the world.
Over the course of the six sessions you will learn topics including:
• Key tools - family history software platforms, file organisation, research plans
• Traditional records (document based) research – types of records, locating records
• Electronic databases – Ancestry, FamilySearch, MyHeritage, Findmypast and more
• Oral History – preparation and techniques for interviewing family members
• Other resources such as Family History Societies, online forums and education options
• Introduction to DNA research including legal and ethical considerations
• Various ways to chart, share and publish your findings, including privacy and copyright concerns
The course will include demonstrations of various websites. Handouts of key points will be provided for
each session. Session times are in Australian Eastern Daylight Time, aligned with Sydney-CanberraMelbourne, Australia:
Session 1: Tuesday 16 Feb 2022, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM AEDT
Session 2: Tuesday 23 Feb 2022, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM AEDT
Session 3: Tuesday 9 March 2022, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM AEDT
Session 4: Tuesday 16 March 2022, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM AEDT
Session 5: Tuesday 23 March 2022, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM AEDT
This course complements Family History Fundamentals which delves more deeply into research
methodology, sources and citations.
Registration:
Facilitator:
Cost:
Contact us:

https://www.sag.org.au/event-4633388

Vanessa Cassin, Education Manager, Society of Australian Genealogists
From $150 for whole course
+61 (2) 9247 3953
info@sag.org.au
@SocAustGen

Just started your family history or need a refresher? The Family History Fundamentals course is a three
part online course delving into detail regarding the best practical research methodologies in genealogy.
The course consists of three sessions and can either be used to establish key genealogical principles and
practices, or as a refresher for those with more experience. For that reason this course has no
prerequisites. The course will include an e-workbook for each of the three sessions which includes
exercises, templates, checklists and list of resources.
Part 1: Getting Started
The first of the three-part session primarily uncovers the principles of family history research, with a
particular emphasis on understanding the diversity between types of sources used. The session will
demonstrate numerous forms of charting and the necessary information required for each. It will then
demonstrate search techniques, including reference to diverse repositories and instructions on how to best
utilise them for your own research. To end, the session will discuss the importance of appropriate research
planning as well as methods to achieve success.
Part 2: Analysing the evidence
Part two will enhance the theoretical grounding gathered from part one as it focuses on the practical
aspects of genealogy. A detailed breakdown of source analysis will demonstrate how to recognise errors
and overcome research challenges, ensuring that the sources help your research to its full potential. The
session will also cover handwriting analysis and will increase your problem-solving capabilities.
Part 3: Documenting and presenting
Part three is focused on how to share your discoveries with other researchers, including: charts, software,
reports, books and online, allowing you to choose a method that best suits you. This session differentiates
between documentation and presentation, as well as what is required in the correct execution of both. An
important final step is how to ensure your citation process is as easy as possible.
This course complements Beginners Practical Introduction to Family History which provides grounding in
obtaining records and building a family tree.
Family History Fundamentals is usually run at least twice a year with timings below listed in Australian
Eastern Standard Time, aligned with Sydney-Canberra-Melbourne, Australia. The next sessions are:
Part 1: Tuesday 12 April, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM AEST
Part 2: Tuesday 10 May, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM AEST
Part 3: Tuesday 14 June, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM AEST
Registration:
Facilitator:
Cost:
Contact us:

https://www.sag.org.au/event-4603434

Danielle Lautrec, Generations Genealogy
From $75 for the whole course (or you can book the individual parts as one-offs)
+61 (2) 9247 3953
info@sag.org.au
@SocAustGen

Research
Methods
Course
Have you been researching your family history for around
three years or more?
Are you ready to strengthen your core research skills to tackle
those difficult research problems?
If your answer to both these questions is yes than join
Danielle Lautrec for SAG’s new online Research Methods
course.

Facilitator
Delivery
Fees
Contact hours
Level

Danielle Lautrec
Online
From AUD199
16
Intermediate to
Advanced
Next course 2 July 2022 start

In this intermediate to advanced level course we will explore:
• Research planning
• Analysis
• Documentation
Participants will be asked to choose a case study from their own family history to work on
throughout the course. The sessions will include a combination of lectures, workshops and practical
exercises. Full details of the dates and topics for each session can be found on the next page.
Selection of the case study will be discussed in Session 1 and the criteria for selecting your case
study will be provided at that time.
Participants also have the option of submitting a paper about their case study for assessment, for an
additional fee. Information about this paper will be provided in Session 1 and a decision to take up
this option must be made before the final session in October.
Course fees
•
•
•

Course only – SAG members $199, non-members $325
Course plus one year SAG membership (one off joining fee will be waived)
Full membership $410, Student membership $355
Cost of optional assessment - $50 (nominate to be assessed before 8 October)

Registration: https://www.sag.org.au/event-4831052
This course is presented online via Zoom Meetings and can be taken from anywhere in the world.
About the presenter
Danielle Lautrec retired from her joint roles as SAG Education and
Archives Officer in July 2020. Danielle’s interests are the
methodology of historical research, 18th and early 19th century
Sydney and British Jamaican genealogy. She has degrees in history,
archaeology, environmental studies and town planning. Danielle
works as a professional genealogist and you can find out more about
her services at http://www.generationsgenealogy.com.au/

Research
Methods
Course
Details of course session dates & topics (all session times Australian Eastern Standard Time – AEST
except session 7, AEDT/Australian Eastern Daylight Time)
Topics
Introduction
Lecture and discussion
Introduction to the course and choosing your
case study. Discussion of research challenges,
participant levels of experience etc.
2 9 July
Saturday 9.30am-1.00pm AEST
Module 1: Research planning
(with rest breaks)
Lecture
3 23 July
Saturday 10.30am-12.00pm AEST
Module 1: Research planning
Workshop
Discuss the case studies, feedback from the
activities and other guided discussion.
4 27 Aug
Saturday 9.30am-1.00pm AEST
Module 2: Analytical methods
(with rest breaks)
Lecture
• Analysing sources
• Mind mapping & timelines
• Fixing errors
5 10 Sept Saturday 10.30am-12.00pm AEST
Module 2: Analytical methods
Workshop
Discuss the case studies, feedback from the
activities and other guided discussion.
6 24 Sept Saturday 9.30am-12.00pm AEST
Module 3: Documentation
(with rest breaks)
Lecture
• Citing sources
• Charting
• Reports and documenting your
evidence
7 8 Oct
Saturday 2.00pm-3.30pm AEDT
Module 3: Documentation
Workshop
Discuss the case studies, feedback from the
activities and other guided discussion.
Some reading and preparation work will be required between sessions.
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Date
2 July

Time
Saturday 10.00am-11.30am AEST

All sessions will be delivered via Zoom and recorded for though you will get more out of the
course if you participate online especially for the workshop sessions.
CONTACT US
Email: admin@sag.org.au
Telephone: +61 2 9247 3953
Social media: @SocAustGen
For SAG‘s full calendar of events & courses please visit www.sag.org.au/events.

Certificate in Genealogical Research: 2022 Cohorts
The Certificate course was first offered in 2010 and was introduced by the SAG to encourage its members
to extend their genealogical research beyond their own immediate family lines and to help them improve
their analysis, research and writing skills.
The Certificate is designed for researchers who already have more than three years family history research
experience and who have gained at least some elementary research skills and a broad, even basic, knowledge
of resources available to the researcher. To complete the coursework you are expected to extend your
research beyond the peripherals of what can be found on the internet and to use local libraries and family
history society collections, either in-person or remotely where possible.
The course consists of 8 assignments. For each assignment you will be given the outline of what is required,
together with some guidance to consider in preparing your submission. The assignments have been carefully
selected to reflect the sorts of skills needed by genealogists and the course is essentially practical exercises in
self-directed learning from experience.

Applications

Applications for 2022 cohorts are now open. All candidates must remain financial members of the SAG for
the entire duration of the course.

Receipt and submission of course work

Coursework will be sent and returned via email and you will have approximately 6 weeks to complete each
component (which will be sent to you progressively). Online briefings on assessments will be provided when
appropriate. Each exercise will be given a rating and all eight components must be attempted. For each
completed assignment you will receive back a consolidated set of comments covering all submissions
received, together with your own specific grade. Candidates who complete all eight components and achieve
a pass mark of 60% or more will be issued with a Certificate. Those who achieve a credit pass of 75% or more
will also be eligible to apply for admission to the Diploma in Family Historical Studies course.

What are the costs?

There is a once-off non-refundable fee of $550 (including GST). It is up to candidates to determine what
additional costs they may incur in completing any of the eight components. This issue will be covered in the
course induction and additional costs may include supporting texts and webinars.

Do I have to live in Sydney?

No – the Certificate can be undertaken from anywhere in the world. There will be no necessity to visit Sydney
or to use the facilities at the SAG; however candidates should be aware of local support resources such as
access to a good local family history collection or public library as they may be beneficial. Good internet
access will be essential.

Coursework

The following is an example of the type of exercises you might expect to receive during the course – they may
not be conducted in this order and some components may not be included in the final assessments.
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Sample course work:
Component

Weighting

Exercise 1 – Short research guide – a 1500 word guide on a specific research topic.

15

Exercise 2 – Preparation of a research plan – candidates will be given a genealogical question
and asked to prepare a research plan demonstrating the methods and sources you would use
to answer that question

10

Exercise 3 – Charting exercise. You will be given a family history and asked to produce a family
tree chart from it. This cannot be produced in genealogical software.

10

Exercise 4 – DNA testing. You will be asked to make recommendations on how a family should
proceed with DNA testing.

15

Exercise 5 – Analysis of census records – candidates will be given a series of census entries
and asked to analyse them and to identify further areas of research arising from them.

15

Exercise 6 – Short biography – candidates will be asked to prepare a short biography (750 word
max) based on the format used in the Australian Dictionary of Biography.

15

Exercise 7 – Palaeography (handwriting) exercise – Candidates will be asked to interpret handwritten documents and to provide a transcript of these.
Exercise 8 – Examination of approximately 2 hours duration – this will be undertaken via the
internet and may include both multi-choice and short-answer questions.

10

10
100 Total

Further information

The Certificate in Genealogical Research regulations must be read in conjunction with this leaflet prior to
applying. Please see: https://www.sag.org.au/StudyOnlineWithUs
For further enquiries please email us at admin@sag.org.au or contact the SAG office on +61 (2) 9247 3953.

How to Apply

Enrolment for February 2022 cohort via: https://www.sag.org.au/event-4502858
Enrolment for August 2022 cohort via: https://www.sag.org.au/event-4540732

2022 Cohorts & Deadlines

Please review the following table of indicative dates/deadlines for the intakes of the 2022 cohorts – there is
the option to commence the Certificate in either February or August. There will be online briefing sessions
scheduled approximately a week following the issue of each of the assessments. All times are in Sydney, NSW
Australia (AEST or AEDT). The induction and briefing sessions will be recorded if students are unable to attend
and will be distributed following the activity. The underlined date is the due date for the assessments.
Cohort 1 (February start)
Activity
Cohort 2 (August start)
Issue and deadline dates of assessments (indicative and will be confirmed at inductions)
Induction online

Tuesday 1 February 2022 7.00pm-8.00pm AEDT

Tuesday 2 August 2022 7.00pm-8.00pm AEST

Exercise 1

1 February – 14 March 2022

2 August – 19 September 2022

Exercise 2

16 March – 27 April 2022

21 September – 31 October 2022

Exercise 3

27 April – 6 June 2022

2 November – 12 December 2022

Exercise 4

8 June – 18 July 2022

14 December – 1 February 2023

Exercise 5

20 July – 29 August 2022

25 January – 6 March 2023

Exercise 6

31 August – 10 October 2022

8 March – 17 April 2023

Exercise 7

12 October – 14 November 2022

19 April – 22 May 2023

Exercise 8
online examination

Tuesday 29 November 2022 7.00pm-9.00pm AEDT Monday 5 June 2023 7.00pm-9.00pm AEST
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Once a member has completed the Certificate in Genealogical Research they have the option to take their
studies further by enrolling in our Diploma in Family Historical Studies. The Diploma has been running since
1974 and enrolment is open to any member who completes the Certificate course at a credit level of 75% or
higher. Requirements for the Diploma are the completion of a thesis (20,000 words) and a written
examination.
Candidates are required to submit for the approval of the Diploma and Certificate Committee, a proposed
topic for a thesis. The topic for the thesis shall be either:
i. a family history and shall trace at least three successive generations of the nominated family, or
ii. be on a subject relevant to genealogical research.
Candidates form part of a yearly cohort who meet regularly to discuss issues of thesis development and hear
updates on progress from the group. All candidates are assigned a Supervisor.

Supervisors

The role of the Supervisor is set out in the Diploma Guide, and in summary is “to provide general guidance
throughout the period of the candidature, to assist the candidate in the final preparation of written work and
to ensure that it meets the requirements of this Guide, the current Diploma regulations and the Chicago style
of referencing”. Candidates are charged with initiating contact with their Supervisor.

Applications

Applications are taken annually at this time with a deadline of 28 February. All candidates must remain
financial members of the SAG throughout their candidature.

What are the costs?

There is a once-off non-refundable fee of $880 (including GST) for the 2022 intake. It is up to candidates to
determine what additional costs they may incur in completing the Diploma. (see below)

Timetable of activities

The below is an indication of the key milestones for the Diploma:
Year 1
Year 2
(Cohort & Supervisor meetings scheduled)
(Cohort & Supervisor meetings scheduled)
March: Confirmation emails & invoicing
1 May: Deadline for ‘final’ draft to Supervisor
Mid-late March: Cohort induction
30 June: Thesis deadline
1 May: Deadline Chapter 1/outline to Supervisor Early November: Examination (with invigilation)
Mid-December: Result

Do I have to live in Sydney?

No – the Diploma can be undertaken from anywhere in the world. There will be no necessity to visit
Sydney or to use the facilities at the SAG; however candidates should be aware of local support resources
such as access to a good local family history collection or public library as they may be beneficial. Good
internet access will be essential.

Further information:

The Diploma in Family Historical Studies regulations must be read in conjunction with this leaflet prior to
applying - they are available at: https://www.sag.org.au/StudyOnlineWithUs. For further enquiries please
email us at admin@sag.org.au or contact the SAG office on +61 (2) 9247 3953.

How to Apply

The online application form is available at: https://www.sag.org.au/StudyOnlineWithUs

Support crafting your Synopsis
The synopsis should be a summary of content that the thesis will cover, key themes and research questions to
be answered.
The synopsis is to guide the thesis and can be amended as the research/writing progresses.
Indicate the extent of background research already completed. This might include, for instance, obtaining key
records associated with family members, available source materials, and copies of images or maps obtained.
Indicate the research you need to still do to provide an appropriate amount of material to support the writing
of the thesis in the form of a research plan.
Prompt questions to support developing the synopsis:
 What happened?
 What are the particular features of your family’s experiences or the topic presented?
 How/Why are they interesting or relevant to you/family members/family historians?
 Are you able to compile a detailed family tree or are their significant gaps?
 What don’t you know that you would like to find out and how could you explore this line of inquiry?
 Do you have current information/data to analyse?
 Do you have access to information to provide the historical context? (What is it?)
 What sort of legacy does this all leave?
 Why is that important? Why should we care? (Motivation for researching and writing)

Additional costs

Prospective Diploma candidates may want to consider potential costs for their research, depending on the
information that they have already obtained or wish to in support of their thesis. This may include research
trips where possible or document/book costs from institutional repositories or subscription sites. Candidates
should also confirm availability of resources at both their local, State/National, and the Society’s Library.
2022 version.

The Society has extensive expertise in DNA research methodology and runs an increasing amount of
courses and associated activities outlined below. Please join our @DNASydney Facebook group as well for
information updates and follow https://dnasydney.wordpress.com/.
Beginners Introduction to DNA (2-3 times a year)
Receiving your test results is an exciting time but it can quickly become confusing. This session will look at
the different types of tests available, which one is right for you and which companies carry out these tests.
We will look at some basics to help you understand and interpret your matches and there will be plenty of
time for questions so you can start finding those new cousins! This session is led by Society President
Melissa Hulbert.
First Look at AncestryDNA (2-3 times a year)
Christine Woodlands will share her "Top 10" techniques for working with AncestryDNA. This session is ideal
for those who are taking a first look at their AncestryDNA test or thinking about testing at AncestryDNA.
Demonstrations and case studies will be featured during the session. Reference material will be available
after the session.
Analysing your AncestryDNA results (2 times a year)
Information on January intake available via this link.
Join Christine Woodlands and other members of the SAG DNA Discussion Group for a 15 part course
designed to assist you in understanding the information you can glean from your Ancestry DNA matches.
The course will be made up of four modules and consists of a mixture of presentations, demonstrations,
case studies and discussion groups. To get the most out of this program, participants should have tested at
AncestryDNA and used traditional family history to develop their pedigree back four generations to identify
as many of their great-grandparents as possible. Participants should also have a subscription to Ancestry or
access to the Ancestry Institutional Edition.
Module 1 - Introduction to AncestryDNA. Work your way around AncestryDNA and learn what can be
done with your AncestryDNA results - exploring ethnicity and DNA cousins. We’ll also look at privacy
settings, linking DNA tests to a family tree, sharing access to AncestryDNA tests, uploading a family tree and
downloading “Raw DNA Data”.
Module 2 - Grouping your AncestryDNA matches. Have you looked at your AncestryDNA matches and
wondered how you’re related to all those “cousins”? Dana Leeds introduced her method of grouping
matches in 2018. Since then, many DNA enthusiasts have used the method with great success. We’ll be
using the features of AncestryDNA to group your “cousins” and see how that starts to break down those
brick walls.
Module 3 - Building research trees at Ancestry. We’ll explore using the power of Ancestry’s hints to build
trees in order to search for the common ancestors your genetic cousins share. We’ll look at using tradition
family history research with genetic genealogy to gather the evidence needed to prove relationships
beyond reasonable doubt.
Module 4 - Using the “What are the Odds?”(WATO) tool. We’ll start with looking at how to predict the
relationship between your genetic cousins. This will lead onto tracking common ancestors between your
DNA matches using WATO and predicting what the relationships might be between you and those DNA
matches.
There are also follow up meetings of this course for participants.

Analysing your DNA results with Chromosome Analysis
After working with your DNA results broadly for a time you are probably ready to delve into analysing your
results at the chromosome level. To confirm your pedigree beyond 3rd cousins or where there is no
documented paper trail (with the exception of parent/child and sibling relationships) you need to
undertake detailed chromosome analysis, using segment data. This series works through the necessary
steps in the DNA research methodology to identify and confirm common ancestors from segment data. It is
suitable for those who have tested at a chromosome site such as FamilyTreeDNA, My Heritage or
23andMe, or have uploaded their results to GEDmatch.
Module 1 - Understanding DNA Basics. This module covers the key concepts required for anyone starting
out in DNA chromosome analysis for genealogy. We will cover defining your research goal, common terms
and definitions, inheritance paths, relationship predictions, recombination and segment triangulation.
Module 2 - Organising your DNA data and determining match groups. This module is designed to help you
understand how to manage/organise your DNA data so you know what you are working with. Understand
the difference between shared matches, shared segments and 'in common with’, to identify common
ancestral groups. We will also discuss the importance of shared cMs for predicted relationships and briefly
explore working with clusters and other grouping methods.
Module 3 - Determining your Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA) from triangulated chromosome
groups. This module will cover techniques and tools to help you combine your genetic and traditional
genealogy research. Identify likely ancestor groups using 'segment triangulation'. Use that knowledge to
identify possible common ancestors between you and your DNA match using 'tree triangulation'. We will
also discuss different methods for building research trees and collaborating with others to increase your
chances of success.
Module 4 - Confirming your genetic research and mapping your genome. This module will focus on using
your genetic research to prove and expand your pedigree. We will consider what relationships can be
'confirmed by DNA' (including when there is no paper trail) and the Genealogical Proof Standard. Use your
confirmed chromosome segment information to map your genome and use it as a visual aid to help
determine the ancestral groups for your DNA matches and potentially break down brick walls.
This series is suitable for intermediate DNA researchers. To fully benefit from this series participants should
already be familiar with most of the points outlined in ''Starting to work with your DNA results - the
basics".
DNA Research Groups (meet 4 times a year)
SAG is home to a group of enthusiastic and knowledgeable genetic genealogists. The DNA Research Group
is a forum for those who are highly experienced in using DNA research techniques and would like to explore
this exciting aspect of genealogy further with a group of likeminded people. This quick guide will support
your involvement in the groups and you may want to also consider our regular Beginners DNA sessions.
DNA Research Group - Tools in practice - Skill level: Intermediate
DNA Research Discussion Group - Skill level: Advanced
Additional courses that we have run include:
“Hands on” FTDNA
GEDMatch basics
Exploring your DNA results at MyHeritage
DNA stories/case studies are drawn from these courses and regularly presented at:
Friday Hang Out with SAG
Let’s Talk About…DNA
Registration:
Facilitators:
Contact us:

https://www.sag.org.au/events

Melissa Hulbert, Christine Woodlands, Veronica Williams, Kerry Farmer, Melanie Dunstan and others

+61 (2) 9247 3953
info@sag.org.au
@SocAustGen

Hang Out
DNA Stories

Beginners
Introduction to DNA

Let’s talk
about…DNA

DNA tools in
practice

Analysing your
AncestryDNA results

First Look at
AncestryDNA
Follow up
meetings
(Two monthly)

“Hands on”
FTDNA

DNA discussion
group

Analysing your DNA
results with Chromosome
Analysis

GEDMatch basics
Exploring your
DNA results at
MyHeritage

