
LOST IN THE COUNTRY 

Sat 6 JUNE 2020 

Final program 

10-
11am 

What a ‘city-slicker’ learned about country life from The Letters of Rachel 
Henning - Angela Phippen 

In Australia Rachel Henning (1826-1914) lived in Queensland and New South Wales. Her 
letters to family paint a vivid portrait of town, bush and station life and provide many 
details that family historians either should remember or need to know. 

 TEA/COFFEE BREAK 
11.30-
12.30 

To the Goldfields! – A goldmine of information - Lorraine Purcell, Hill End and 
Tambaroora Gathering Group 

In its heyday in the early 1870s, the goldfields around the Turon and Hill End in the central 
west of New South Wales had a population of over 7000 hardy souls. Once the initial hype 
of those first 20 years from 1851 was over, most of this population moved on to live in all 
parts of Australia. They certainly did not all end up in our small cemeteries. A few remained 
in the area and their descendants still live in the district, but for many this was just a small 
but exciting episode in their life story. 

Did your ancestor drop out of sight for a few years? Is there a gap in the records? Have you 
considered that your ancestor may have been one of the lucky, or otherwise, ones? This 
webinar will give you a glimpse into their lives during this period and steer you in the right 

direction to find out more about their everyday existence from a variety of resources.  
12.30 LUNCH BREAK 
1.30-
2.30 

The railway that came slowly – Bill Phippen  

Although 1855 is the date that everyone knows as when the railway came to NSW that was 
the year of the first fledgling line which didn’t even properly reach Parramatta town. The 
‘interstate’ lines were open by the late 1880s, but rapid as that seems from our distant 
perspective, it had taken a quarter of a century. Branch lines to isolated rural areas were 
still being built in the 1920s. This talk looks at the spread of railways through NSW an a few 
of the larger than life characters who drove the development. 

 TEA/COFFEE BREAK 
3.00-
4.00 

Researching family history in country areas with the SAG collections – Ruth 
Graham, SAG 

Using examples from the SAG library and archive collections, Ruth Graham will 
demonstrate how the SAG can help you research family history in country areas of 

Australia, whether you are based in Sydney, elsewhere in Australia or even overseas.  
 TEA/COFFEE BREAK 
4.30-
5.30 

Germans: Lost in Australia? – Eric Kopittke  

By the time of World War I, a significant number of residents in Australia were German-
born or of German ancestry. This presentation will look at the reasons for German 
migration to Australia, where Germans settled in the different colonies, and how to start to 
research our German ancestors. 

 


