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} When writing your research in your thesis you will want to give evidence 
of what you have found and where you have found it. 

 

} This will allow others to check your sources to confirm whether or not 
they agree with your findings based on the evidence provided. 

 

} ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

 

} This means that plagiarism is not acceptable. 

 



} Q: What is plagiarism? 

 

 !Υ Lǘ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
ƻŦŦ ŀǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴΩΦϝ 

 

 Plagiarism may be deliberate or unintentional. Both forms are still plagiarism. 

 

 *Oxford English Dictionary 
http:// www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/plagiarism 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/plagiarism
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/plagiarism


} There is lots of information on how to avoid plagiarism on the internet. 

 

 Some suggestions to read: 

 

 Plagiarism.org website www.plagiarism.org 

 

 University of Technology Sydney, Avoiding Plagiarism Tutorial and Quiz 
https://avoidingplagiarism.uts.edu.au/ (choose the Generic interactive 
tutorial). (Please note that footnotes, rather than in-text citations, are 
used in the Diploma course.) 

 

http://www.plagiarism.org/
https://avoidingplagiarism.uts.edu.au/


} Footnotes are required rather than endnotes. 

 

} The overall principle of footnoting is that others should be able to check 
stated facts in your written work by being directed to the source of the 
information. 

 

} The most important thing is to be consistent and logical in your recording 
of references used and sources consulted. 

 



} Some genealogical research sources may not be readily found in academic 
style guides designed for university students. 

 

} You are strongly advised to record your footnote references accurately 
both as you research and as you enter them into your draft. It will take 
more time than you think if you have to go back to check references and 
fix them later. 

 



} Q: Can I cut and paste information from web sites into my thesis? 

 

 !Υ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳǎŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ {ŜŜ ΨtƭŀƎƛŀǊƛǎƳΩ ŀōƻǾŜΦ 



 

} Refer to the current Diploma in Family Historical Studies Style Manual and 
Guide for Candidates for guidance on citation. 

 

} Note that your footnotes and bibliography (and appendices, if any) are 
excluded from the thesis word count. 

 



} From 2018 the Diploma and Certificate Committee requires theses to 
comply with Chicago Manual of Style (17th Edition) Style A ς Notes-
Bibliography. 

 

} There are free quick guides available at 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html  
(a fee-based website). 

 

} hƭŘŜǊ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀ ǘƘŜǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ 
using Traditional Footnoting. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html


} Q: Do I really have to submit the footnotes and bibliography in Chicago 
17th edition A style? 

 

 A: Yes. This is a requirement for the thesis and is what is expected of most 
academic students.  

  

 Guidance is given in the Style Guide and candidates are encouraged to 
seek advice from their Supervisors if needed. 



} References in footnotes differ from the form in the bibliography. 

} The first footnote will give the full details of the reference used. 

} tŀƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǎ ƴǳƳŜǊŀƭǎ ƻƴƭȅ όǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ΨǇΦΩ ƻǊ ΨǇǇΦΩ ƛƴ 
front of them). 

} ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƻǘƴƻǘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ  
relevant page number, or numbers, are used. 

} Subsequent footnotes give the author surname and an abbreviated title 
plus page number. 



} Lƴ ŦƻƻǘƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ όƻǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭύ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜΦ CƻǊ 
example, 

 
Lionel Gilbert, A Grave Look at History: Glimpses of a Vanishing Form of 
Folk Art (Sydney: John Ferguson, 1980), 20. 

 

} In the Bibliography the surname precedes the first name (or initial) and 
the references to specific page numbers are not given. For example, 

 

 Gilbert, Lionel. A Grave Look at History: Glimpses of a Vanishing Form of 
Folk Art. Sydney: John Ferguson, 1980. 



} Lƴ ŦƻƻǘƴƻǘŜǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ Title: subtitle [if any] (Place: 
Publisher, date of publication), [page number/s]. 

 

} For example, 

 

 Gerald Hamilton-Edwards, In Search of Army Ancestry (London: Phillimore, 
1977), 56. 

 

 Noeline Kyle, ²Ŝ {ƘƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ [ƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ DǊŀƴŘƳŀΥ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
History (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1988), 55-56. 



} Footnote: 

 Wǳƭƛŀ /ƭŀǊƪΣ άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǘǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ tƻǊǘ !ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ /ƻƴǾƛŎǘ 
tƻǊǘǊŀƛǘǎέΣ Journal of Australian Colonial History, 12 (2010): 83. [the 
page you used] 

} Immediate:  Clark, 85. 

} Subsequent footnote: 

 /ƭŀǊƪΣ άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǘǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴέΣ усΦ  

} Bibliography: 

 /ƭŀǊƪΣ WǳƭƛŀΦ άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǘǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ tƻǊǘ !ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ /ƻƴǾƛŎǘ 
tƻǊǘǊŀƛǘǎέΣ Journal of Australian Colonial History, 12 (2010): 77-96. 
[page numbers for the whole article] 

 

 



} Some journal articles may only be available online. 

 

} Where possible you should preferably include the doi (Digital Object 
Identifier) or if unavailable use a URL. [Hint: try Googling the doi below.] 

 

} For example (Bibliography), 
 

 FoxallΣ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΦ άCǊƻƳ /ƻƴǾƛŎǘǎ ǘƻ /ƻƭƻƴƛǎǘǎΥ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
the Voyage to Australia, 1823-муроέΣ Journal of Imperial and 
Commonwealth History, 39, no. 1 (2011): 1-19. 
doi:10.1080/03086534.2011.543793. 



} vΥ LΩƳ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ōǳǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻƴ DƻƻƎƭŜ .ƻƻƪǎΣ ƻƴ 
the Internet Archive, on a State Library website). Do I have to include both 
the book and the online copy? 

 

 A: While Chicago suggest including both the original and the copy online 
in the citation the Committee has decided the reference to the original 
will be sufficient. 



} vΥ LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ όƻǊ ōƭƻƎύ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΚ 

 

 A: No. Chicago Style requires the name of the web site (or blog) as well as 
the web address (its URL or Uniform Resource Locator). It is never enough 
to give the web address without the name. 

 

 For example, 

 Society of Australian Genealogists http://www.sag.org.au. 

 Archives Outside http://archivesoutside.records.nsw.gov.au. 

http://www.sag.org.au/
http://archivesoutside.records.nsw.gov.au/


} Q: Do I need to include the date I accessed a web site in my references? 

 

 A: No. Dates you accessed a web site are of limited use. Please do not 
include them in your references. 



 
} Dictionaries and encyclopedias are usually cited in footnotes only. [Note: 

s.v. means sub verboΣ άǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘέΦϐ 

 

 For example, 

 

 Wikipedia, s.vΦ άIŜǊŀƭŘǊȅέΣ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heraldry. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heraldry


} vΥ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƛǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ƻƴ 
web sites. 

 

 A: Please avoid cutting and pasting long search result strings into your 
footnotes. No-one will want to type a long string into their browser and 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǘǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƛǊŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ ό¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƭŀǘŜǊΦύ Lǘ ƛǎ 
better to indicate how you found the information by suggesting the name 
and other relevant elements to repeat the search. 



} For example, 

 

 State Records NSW. Miscellaneous Immigrants Index, 1828-43, 
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-
immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-
immigrants. John Brown per Portland, 1837. 

 

 ό¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘŜȄΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀōƻǾŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ 
search string: 
http://indexes.records.nsw.gov.au/searchhits_nocopy.aspx?table=Index%2
0to%20Miscellaneous%20Immigrants&id=55&frm=1&query=Surname:Bro
wn;Firstname:John;Ship:Portland). 

http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/indexes-to-immigration-and-shipping-records/index-to-miscellaneous-assisted-immigrants

